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PERTH CORE LIBRARY — EXPANSION 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.02 pm]: As part of the 2014–15 
budget, the government has committed $4.8 million for the expansion of the core library facilities in Carlisle. 
The Perth Core Library is a world-class facility that attracts considerable interest from local and international 
research groups and the resources industry. Since 2002, the library has warehoused and archived the most 
important drill cores and cuttings taken from mineral, energy and groundwater exploration around 
Western Australia. Some of the oldest samples in the library date back to the turn of the last century. Under 
agreements with the federal government and other state governments, the core library also stores samples from 
offshore petroleum exploration occurring in commonwealth waters, as well as core from other Australian 
jurisdictions. 
The core library is also home to an innovative instrument developed by CSIRO, known as the HyLogger, which 
efficiently scans and images core. In recent years the library has received samples at a greatly accelerated rate, in 
large part due to the state government-funded exploration incentive scheme, which has promoted new 
greenfields exploration across WA. Public viewings of the core in the library’s viewing areas have also increased 
dramatically, with a 300 per cent increase since 2006. 
The Perth Core Library has a total capacity, at the moment, of 8 640 pallets, and is operating at around 81 per 
cent capacity. At the current rate, it is expected that the library will run out of room in 2016. The state 
government is committed to supporting the exploration industry in Western Australia and has allocated 
$4.8 million to increase the capacity of the core library by around 50 per cent. This will bring the capacity up to 
about 12 000 pallets. The Perth Core Library has been instrumental in the discovery of new deposits in recent 
years and it is expected that the expanded library will continue to provide significant benefits to the resources 
industry and the Western Australian community for many years to come. 
 


	PERTH CORE LIBRARY — EXPANSION
	Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum


